WHY DID JOHN’S BARONS REBEL AGAINST THEIR KING?

By 1215, English barons had enough of their King and so on 15th June, at Runnymede near Windsor, they presented John with a list of grievances on his rule. This Charter (known as Magna Carta) was a set of rules on how the King should rule, making the King subject to the law of the land. 

John had demanded ever-higher taxes. Scutage (a tax barons could pay not to fight - which he often did not use it for war) and relief (a tax to inherit your father’s land) were demanded at extortionate rates. Widows had to pay a tax not to be forced to marry again. What made it worse, John never asked the barons their permission first.

John was not trustworthy. He seduced the daughters of his barons, he listened only to his favourites, gave them the best government jobs, and punished anybody who did not obey his commands. In 1211, John took 28 hostages and they were all executed when he thought their fathers had plotted against him (they had not). In 1202, John was suspected of murdering his own nephew (Arthur) with his own hands. 

However, John was unlucky in some respect. His English barons were not interested in fighting abroad (their lands and lives were in England, not in France) and many were looking for the opportunity to rebel - Planatagenet rule (Henry II and Richard I) had been very oppression.
Unlike his father and brother who were hardly ever in England, John tried to run the country himself and so when things went wrong John could not blame anybody else – and neither did the barons.
The final straw came in 1214. Defeat at Bouvines highlighted John’s status as a failed warrior king and incompetence as a ruler: it was time to bring the monarchy into line.

------------------------------------------------

Barons complaints can be seen in the Magna Carta:
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Clause 2
When a baron inherits land he should not pay more than £100 to king

Clause 8

No widow should be forced to marry 

Clause 12
King must demand any taxes without agreement of his lords
Clause 21

A fine should match the crime
Clause 39
No freeman should be arrested or imprisoned without a fair trial
Clause 50

The King should remove his favourites from their jobs
