Theseus – Model Answer
Aegeus was king of Athens, a powerful man but sad in his old age because he had no son to care for him and to share his success. He was amazed when one day a fine young man turned up and claimed to be his son. Years before, King Aegeus, on a visit to his friend, the king of Troezen, had loved the king’s daughter, Aethra, and after he returned home to Athens, a boy, Theseus, was born to her.

At first, Aegeus did not believe the story, but when he saw that the sword round Theseus’ waist was the very same sword he had given to Aethra when he left Troezen, he was overjoyed and welcomed Theseus as his beloved son and heir to the throne.

Imagine his distress when not much more than a year later, Theseus insisted on taking his place on a ship bound for Crete with 11 other young men and women, all destined to be eaten by the terrible Minotaur, a monster half man, half bull, whose food was human flesh.

Theseus told his father not to worry – he fully intended to kill the monster, save his companions and return home triumphant. His father, tearful and shaking, made him promise to change the black sails of his ship for clean white ones on his way home if he proved successful.

Theseus did indeed kill the monster, with the help of the Princess Ariadne, who loved him and wanted him to return to Athens as his bride. She gave him a ball of string and he was able to trace his way out of the maze. Theseus, however, left her on the island of Naxos, but in his hurry to get away from her, he forgot his promise.

Every day since Theseus left, Aegeus had sat on the headland looking out to sea, waiting tirelessly to see the ship coming back. When he saw the black sails, he jumped into the sea and drowned. The Aegean Sea forever after bears his name.
