DESCRIBE THE MAIN EVENTS OF THE BARONS REBELLION AGAINST KING JOHN
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On July 27th, 1214, King Philip II of France defeated Otto of Germany at the battle of Bouvines; thus ending any hopes John had of recapturing his lost French lands (the Angevin Empire). This defeat opened the floodgates to English baronial anger.

The barons had had enough of King John for a number of reasons. Not only had he lost the Angevin empire, and not only had he argued with the Pope but John had also mistreated his barons.

A small group of barons (taking up arms against your ‘God appointed King’ was never to be taken lightly) were angry and decided to draw up a list of grievances called the Petition of Barons, which they showed to Stephen Langton, the Archbishop of Canterbury. Langton suggested that they include demands that would gain the support of freemen and merchants.  It was such a long list that they called it "Magna Carta", which means Great Charter. 

When the barons first presented this Charter to John he refused to accept it and this led to a civil. When London opened its gates to the barons, John agreed to the Charter. However, he only did this to gain more time to raise an army. 

On 15th June 1215, John put his seal (not signature!) to it at Runnymede. The Charter was a list of 64 demands on how the King should rule; such as "The Church is free to make its own appointments." The king could not tax people without the barons’ permission; that freemen could not be imprisoned without a trial. The Charter said that there were certain laws, which even kings had to accept.
However, John had no intention of keeping his word. Once he had recovered, and with the Popes support, he attacked the rebellious barons. The barons in turn invited King Louis of France to invade. When John failed to attack Louis, many barons (who were on neither side) saw this as cowardice and joined the rebellious barons. By 1216, Louis held a small part of England. 

John contracted dysentry from a peach and died during the night of 18 October 1216.  With John out of the way, and his son, Henry, on 6 months old, a regency council, led by William Marshal, was set up. Marshall wisely re-issued the Charter. All those barons who had been prepared to oppose John now flocked to his son's standard. The barons now turned on Louis, who was defeated and agreed to leave England in September 1217.

