HISTORICAL TOPICS FOR REVISION

THE NORMAN CONQUEST

· The claims to the throne

· The lead up to the Battle of Hastings

· The main events of the battle

· The weapons, soldiers and tactics used in the battle

· Why did William of Normandy win the battle?

· How did William take control of England?

· The impact of the Norman Conquest

HENRY II AND THOMAS BECKET

· The differences between the Church and Secular courts

· The causes of the argument between Henry II and Thomas Becket 

· The main events that lead to Becket’s murder

· The main events of the murder in Canterbury Cathedral

· The results of the argument and murder 

· Who won the argument between the Church and State?

KING JOHN

· The main events of King John’s reign

· The problems that King John inherited from Henry II and Richard 

· With whom did King John quarrel during his reign?

· Why did King John quarrel with these groups of people?

· Describe the main events of each quarrel

· Was King John a bad king?

· The main events that led to the Magna Carta

· What was the Magna Carta and why was it important?

KING EDWARD

· The main events of Edward’s reign 

· Why did Edward attack both Scotland and Wales?

· The main events of Edward’s conquest of Wales

· The main events of Edward’s invasion of Scotland

· The results of Edward’s invasions on Wales and Scotland

· Was Edward a successful king?

· The growth of Parliament

THE BLACK DEATH

· Describe medieval life (the village and town)
· What were the different types of plague?
· What was the Black Death?

· Where and how did the plague come from?

· The causes and symptoms of the bubonic plague
· What preventative measures did people use? 
· What medieval remedies did people use?
· The effects of the plague

THE PEASANTS’ REVOLT

· The causes of the Revolt (long and short term)

· The main events of the revolt

· Death of Wat Tyler

· The results of the Peasants’ Revolt

THE BATTLE OF AGINCOURT

· The murder and deposition of Richard II

· The family tree of Edward III (Lancastrians and Yorkists)

· The reasons for Henry V’s first expedition of 1415

· The main events leading to the battle

· The main events of battle

· The weapons, armour and tactics

· Why did Henry V win the battle?

· The results of the battle

· Why did the English lose the Hundred Years’ War?

THE WARS OF THE ROSES

· The causes of the Wars?

· The main events of the Wars?

· The problems were created by Edward IV’s early death?

· What happened to the two princes in the Tower?

· The lead up to the Battle of Bosworth

· The main events of the battle

· The weapons, soldiers and tactics used in the battle

· Why did Henry VII win the battle?

· What were the results of the battle?

· How did the Tudor’s change England?

COMMON ENTRANCE

The paper will be 60 mins

SECTION A - THE EVIDENCE QUESTIONS

You will be given two written sources and one picture source to read and understand. Make sure you read the provenance and think how that might affect the source

Q 1&2
Comprehension questions (2 & 3 marks)

Q3

Comparison question (6 marks)

Q 4

Which source is the most useful or reliable (8 marks)
Useful: the examiner wants to know if you can spot the factual text (think History book) and the ‘opinionated’ text (think from the time or those awful Victorians).

SECTION B - THE ESSAY QUESTION

CE essays are broken into 2 parts (A & B) worth 30 marks:

a) Describe the main events of ……. (20 marks)

THEN EITHER

b) What was the cause for ……….(or something similar) (10 marks) 

OR

c) What were the results of ……(or something similar) (10 marks)

For example:

a) Describe the main events of the Battle of Bosworth

b) Explain who had the best claim to the throne in 1066

a) Describe the main events of the quarrel between Henry II and Thomas Becket

b) Explain who won the argument between Church and State

SCHOLARSHIP 

Oundle
Two essays (75mins)
These essays are topic specific (e.g referring to a specific king or event), but there are some open questions (see ‘Rugby’)

Examples:

· What would have happened if William of Normandy had lost the Battle of Hastings?

· Who was the greatest medieval monarch?

· Who won the argument between Church and State?

· Was King John a bad king?

· Does Richard III deserve to be regarded as an evil villain?

· What was the main consequence of the Black Death?

· Who won the Hundred Years War?

· Why did the wars of the Roses last for such a long time?

· Explain the significance of the Magna Carta

· Explain the causes and results of the Peasants’ Revolt

Marlborough
Two essays (75mins)
These essays are open questions (e.g they do not refer to any specific king or event, forcing you to think on your feet to come out with a clear coherent argument)

Rugby
One essay & evidence questions (75mins)

The evidence section will have 3-5 sources and 3-4 questions, testing various skills (comprehension, utility, reliability and interpretation).

The essay will be an open question (see above)

Examples:

· Does the study of medieval history have any value for mankind?

· Why was it difficult to attack a castle?

· “Defence is the stronger form of waging war”. Do you agree?

(Use reference to any examples of warfare from any period/s)

· Under what conditions does public opinion influence the decision of rulers (Use reference to any period/s)

· Why should we study history?

· What are the causes of wars?

· History is only about men. Discuss.

· How important is luck in history?

· Which historical event has impressed you the most?

· When does history end, and when do current affairs begin?

· Explain how key events can change the course of History, use examples.

· Choose to events or periods that you have studied and explain their similarities and differences

Check the History website (I have put in a couple of new things)

