
Ilapl$r!

I lapl isrn has t l re oldcst  h istoncal  roots otr t  of  aurv sacr i t rnct i t .  I t  uas i in Old
lcstanrcrr t  crrstonr to pour \ \ 'a ler  o\cr  peoples hcac- l  to svrnbolrcal l l  r iaslr
thcnr of ' t l rc i t  s i r rs.  Rcnrcnrber . lcsrrs hr rusel l '  r i  as I laplrse c l -  br  the s l ight l r
r r i lc l  chalaclcr  cal lccl  . lohn - l - l rc l lapt ist .  I lerncnrtrcr . lohn - l 'he [ ]apl ist  is  sai i i
to l tave bcen int t t recl iatel t 's t ruck bv anc u ' l ten. lestrs canre rrp to l r r r r r - . lo l tn
rcal isccl  that . lesrrs rvas the prornisecl  saviour-  the Son ol 'Gocl .  I t  rs at  thrs
point  t l rat  i t  is  sai t l  a r ,o icc f l 'orn hcaverr  saic l  ' th is is r .nv son o1'ulronr Iarn
r cn plca.rcel ' .

l lapl isrn is a r  en l tc iptr lar  sacr i . l lne nt  in al l  c l tL l t 'c l tes

I t  9 t i r r res orr t  o1' l0 is recci i 'ecl  at  the l regirrrr ing ol 'a pelsorrs I r le as a bahr ' .

I lcrrrctrbcr '  l l rcsc l<er thcts

r  ' l 'hc watcr is pourcd over thc l rabics heacl  i  t inrcs ( t l re t r in i t - r  ) t i l
svrnbol ic; t l lv  r iash a\ra\ '  'or ig i r ra l  s in '

o ' l ' l r rs r l reans lhe babv is nou'- in perf 'ect  urr ion urth Chr is l 'a l  lhc
beginrr  i r r  u o I '  hcr; ' l r  i  s  le l  at i r i r r  s l r  ip u ' i t l r  Chr i  st

o l lapt ism is a sacran)er) t  o1'rrrr t rat iorr-  i t  srsni f ies l l ie rrcu l i f 'c  of '1hc
clr i ld as a Chr- ist ian- a rnerrr t rcr  of  the Chulc l r -  Chr ist 's  t r t - rdr .

c ( i i lc l  parents arc there to reneu' t l re i rpror i r iscs to fb l lou t l rc uav ol"
Chnst and help t r r ing the chi ld rrp in the Cl t r ist ian t racl i t ion

o l t 's  a t i rne o1'cornirrg togelher lo l  cr , 'er t 'bocl1,  (parents arrd godpir fe r ]1s)
to rc:rrcu l l re i l  cornrni t rncrr t  arrc l  strcnul l ren l l re rr  l i r i t i r .

l t  i re lsorncs lhc r :ht lc l  (o l t lc ia l l r  )  i t r to t l re c l r r r rch.


