Jason – a Model Answer
Jason was heir to the throne of Iolcus, but his uncle Pelias stole the crown when Jason was a baby. The deposed king and his son were banished but when Jason grew up he came to claim the crown. Pelias said Jason could be his heir if he fetched the Golden Fleece from Colchis.

The Argonauts

Jason had a great ship built and gathered a crew of heroes to go with him. The ship was called the Argo and its crew the Argonauts (Heracles was not one of them!)

King Phineus’ advice

On the way, they visited King Phineus for his advice on the dangers ahead. He agreed to help if they could rid him of the Harpies. These Harpies were birds with a woman’s head that screeched and snatched food so their victims could not eat or rest. The heroes attacked the horrible birds who clawed and slashed but were driven out to sea at last.

Phineus knew how to get past the Clashing Rocks. They formed a lethal barrier at the entrance to the straits of Bosphorus. They crashed shut if a ship tried to pass between them and crushed it.

Phineus advised them to send a bird through first and when they reopened to row quickly before they shut again. It worked, although the bird lost a few tail feathers.

Jason’s Test

At Colchis, Jason told King Aeetes their mission. He did not intend to let Jason take the fleece. He said that to prove himself Jason must harness two fire-breathing bulls, plough a field with them and plant some dragon’s teeth. He was sure Jason would be killed but the gods made his daughter, the witch Medea, fall in love with Jason and help him.

Medea

Medea gave Jason a potion to protect him from the bull’s breath while he ploughed. When he planted the dragon’s teeth, armed soldiers sprang up and attacked. He took Medea’s advice and threw a stone among them. One soldier thought another had hit him, fighting broke out and they all killed each other.

The Golden Fleece

Medea told Jason how to deal with the dragon guarding the fleece. It never slept. Orpheus played a lullaby until the dragon was asleep. Jason grabbed the fleece and ran back to the Argo, taking Medea and her half-brother with him. Jason swore to marry Medea.
The Journey home

Medea killed her brother, chopped him up and threw his limbs overboard to stop Aeetes chasing them. She knew Aeetes would stop to pick them up as he did.

They met more dangers, such as the Sirens of Capri. They were sea-nymphs who sang so beautifully they lured sailors onto the jagged rocks. Orpheus played his lyre to drown their voices and so they sailed safely by.

Approaching Crete, they were attacked by King Minos’ bronze giant, Talos. He hurled rocks at strangers who came too near. Their weapons could not hurt him, but the heroes distracted him while Medea removed the lynch-pin which kept his life force in. Talos then collapsed.

Medea’s Evil Schemes
Back in Iolcus, Medea tricked Pelias’ daughters into killing him. She said they could restore his youth by boiling him in a cauldron. The throne was then free for Jason, but the people were sickened by Medea’s deeds and banished them both. 

Medea was heiress to the throne of Corinth so they made their way there and Jason became king. He ruled well at first but grew arrogant and broke his oath to Medea by planning to marry a princess, Glaucis.

Medea sent Glaucis a magic robe and crown as gifts. When she put them on, they burst into flames and killed her.

Jason’s Death

Jason lost the gods’ favour and ended his life as an outcast. He roamed until he came across the rotting hull of the Argo. He sat down here, dreaming of the past when the prow fell on him and killed him. 
